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Clange 2—Mcthod of signing certain Trea-
sury hills:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Can the Minister in-
form mwe what rate of interest was allowed
under the Loan Aet of last scssion?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX: The
Government have authority to borrow in twe
or three ways. The rate of interest on lower
loans, by way of Treasury bills, is not Hm-
ited. The Government can pay whatever
rate of interest they like. 'The rate of in-
terest fixed by the Loan Act of last session,
however, was 6 per cent, or 6% per cent.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: T think- it was 04
per cent.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not think we
should pass this Bill as it stands. I move an
amendment—

" That in line nine, after ‘‘pounds,”’ the
words ‘"at a rate of interest not exceeding
63, per centum per annum’’ be inserted.

We should not permit to he passed at this
stage legislation which allows of frenzied
finance.

The Minister for Edueation:
nothing to do with it

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: If these Treasury
bills can be issned at any rate of interest the
Government like to prescribe, we should take
care to see that the rate of interest is stipu-
lated.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We¢ have already
authorised the Government to raise the
money. :

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: But it is our doty
to guard against the Treasury bills being
issued at an inflated rate of interest.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: They are
issued at a discount.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: ‘Whether at dis-
eount or interest, it amounts to the same
thing.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot aceept the amendment; it is entirely
foreign to the purpose of the Bill. The
title is A Bill for an Act to make further
provision for the signing of Treasury bills.”’
The only effect of the Bill is to substitute
one set of signatures for amother. The only
effect of the amendment would be to make it
imposgsible for the Government to kesp an
undertaking into which they have entered.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: It scems to me that
this Bill is designed merely for the purpose
of saving time. Under existing conditiond
these Treasury bills coutd be signed here and
sent to London, and tbis House would have
no say whatever in the matter, The Bill will
merely facilitate the finalising of the matter.
Therefore I support the measure.
gight I thought it would be dangerous, but,
after further consideration, I am satisfied
that it is quite in order.

Hon. R. J. LYNN:; I realise that the leader
of the House is quite correct in-stating that
the Government have ample auntbority to iasue
these Treasury bills. The Government have

That has

At first:

also their loan authorisation uwnder which they
can redeem these Treasury bills, after being
discounted, ont of the loan to be floated.
On the other hand, Mr. Lovekin has un-
doubtedly presented a phase of the question
whieh -should not be overlookeil by the Com-
mittee. What this means ia that the Gov-
ernment have ecarte blanche to sell Treasury
bills at almost any rate of discount. T de-
sire to he corrected if T am wrong. TE the
Government can to-day diseount their paper
at 53 per cent. per annum for six months,
it would be interesting to know what in addi-
tion to 3% per cent. is charged in connection
with this discount. Ts there any brokerage
attached to it? Have we an assurance from
the leader of the House that it simply means
£2 15g, for every £100 we are borrowing, and
that at the end of six months the amount
will be redeemed out of the loan to be raised$

Hon. A. Lovekin: He cannot give you that
assurance.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: It is wrong that a
Government should have power to discount
Treasury bills at any rate lrrespective of
the cost to the ecountry. If that should. be
the position then the amendment submitted
by the hon. member is ip order.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 4.50 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY,

The Legislative Assembly met at noom,
pursuant to proclamation by His Excellency
the Governor, which proclamation was read
by the Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grant).
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MESSAGE—OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A Message from the Commigsioner ap-
pointed by the Governor to do all things
uceessary for the opening of Parliament re-
quested the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in the Legislative Coun-
¢il Chamber; and hon. members having ae-
cordingly proceeded to that Chamber, and
heard the Commission read, they returned to
the Assembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS,

His Honour the Chief Justice (Sir Robert
Furse McMillan) having been commissioned
by the Governoer, appeared in the Assembly
Chamber to administer to members the oath
of allegiance to His Majesty the King.

The Clerk prodveed cleetion writs showing
the return of 50 members.

With the following exceptions all the mem-
bers clected were present and took and sub-
seribed the oath as required by stat-te, and
signed the roll;—Hon. W, J. George (Murray-
Wellington), Mr. T. H. Harrison (Avon), Mr.
E. B. Johnston (Williams-Narrogin), Mr. G.
J. Lawmbegrt (Coolgardie), Mr. A, N, Piesse
{Toodyay), Mr. R. 8, Sampson (Swan), Mr.
F. W. Teesdale (Roebourne), Mr. J. C. Will-
cock (Geraldton).

ELECTION OF SPEAKER,

The PREMIER (Houn. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [12.40] addressing the €lerk,
said: Mr. Grant, the House being duly con-
stituted, I now move—

That Mr. Taylor do take the Chair of
this House as Speaker.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning):
the Premier’s motion.

Mr., TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I sub-
mit myself to the will of the House.

Thera being ne other nomination,

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having been con-
deeted to the Chair by the mover and seconder
of the motion, said [12.41]: Hon. members,
I thank you very sincerely for re-¢lecting me
as Speaker of this Assembly, and I can only
express the hope that the traditions of this
Parliament will be maintained during my
forthcoming Speakership. I believe that the
Parlinment of Western Australia so far has
an eaviable record for the manner in which
it carries out ity business, and 1 trust, with
the assistancé of hon. members, to be able to
maintain the traditions of thia Assembly. T
arain thank hon. members for having placed
me in the bigh and honourable position of
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of West-
ern Australia.

1 seeond

The PREMTER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [12.42): May I offer you, Mr.
Tavlor, my congratulations on your appoint-
ment to the high and honourable office of
Speaker. It must be very gratifying to you

to know that you have been unanimorsly
clected as Speaker. Yonrs has been a long
Parliamentary  cxperience, mnot only as
Speaker, but also as a member of this As-
sembly. I believe you can claim, Sir, to be
the father of the House. Your duties during
the past three years have not been very
strenuous, and I trust that, with the eo-opera-
tion of hon. members, the eoniing three years
will not oceasion any serious trouble,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There may be a little
more diffeulty. ‘

The PREMIER: T trust that even the hon.
member interjecting +will allow me to say
that I bope not. I noticed that when my
hon. friend made that interjection, he glanced
towards the member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan), We have, of course, had in this
House in days past some hon. memhers whe
could claim to be the oldest sitting members,
and thus fathers of the Horse. The position,
however, has been somewhat changed Dby the
recent general election.  Yow, Sir, are the
oldest member here to-day, and thus the
father of the House. As the West Perth
clection has resulted in the return of a lady,
T gppose the member for Weat Perth may
be deseribed as ‘“the mother of the House.'*
Allow me, Mr. Taylor, to offer you my con-
gratulations on your appointment as Speaker
of this Assembly.

How. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [1243]: L
desire to agsociate mysglf with the congratu-
lations which the Premier has offered you,
Mr, Taylor, upon being again elected to pre-
side over the deliberations of this Assembly;
and I trust that the term of office upon which
you are just now entering will prove pleasant
te yourself and satisfactory to the House.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [12.44]: On
behalf of the member for Avon (Mr. Harri-
son), who unfortunately is ill, it falls to me ¢n
behalf of the Country Party to offer you, Mr.
Speaker, econgratulations upon being re-elected
te yonr high position. From my own per-
sonal knowledge of you, SBir, as oceupant of
that Chair, I am quite confident that every
member of the Chamber can rely upon re-
ceiving absolutely fair and just treatment
from youn. On behalf of the Country party,
Mr. Taylor, T congratulate you.

Mr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [12.45]: On
behalf of those members who have been
clected as National Labour members I desire
te congratulate you, Mr. Tayler, on being re-
eleeted to the important position of Speaker.
Personally, I am very pleased indeed to seo
you in the pesition, and I can with confidence
expresa the opinion that you have carried out
the important duties of Speaker in the [ast
Partinment with as much ability as apy man
[ have ever secn in the Chair. I wish you
every suceess, Mr, Bpeaker, nnd on behalf of
those for whom I speak I assure you that we
shall use our best cadeavours to afford you
every assistance.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [12.46]: Un
behalf of the independent members—al-
though I may say that I understood the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) was an in-
dependent member, and, indced, I thought
he was my leader—I wish you, Ar, Taylor, a
happy term as Speaker; and T trust that you
will not experience. very much difficulty in
controlling me;. I appear to be the only in-
dopendent member of this Chamber.

PRESENTATION, OF SPEAKER
ELECT.

The PREMIER (Hon Sir James Mitehell
—XNortham) [1247]; Mr. Speaker, I have
to inform you that His Execellency the Gov-
ernor has intimated that he will be pleased
to receive you forthwith, together with hon.
members whe may desire to accompany you.

Sitting suspended from 12.48 to 1.18 p.m.

© Mr. SPEAKER said: T lrave to report
that I have submitted myself to His Execer-
leney, and that His Execellency has Dbeen
pleased to pxpress his satisfaetion at the
choiee of the Assembly in the following
terms:—

The Hon. the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly.—1t is with much pleasure that'
T learn that yon have been again elected
by the members of the Legislative Assem-
bly to the high and hononrable office of
Speaker of that House. T have every con-
fidence that you will fill the office in a
worthy and dignified manner, and T have
the honour to affirm the constitutional
rights and privileges hitherto enjoyed by
the Legislative Assembly of this State.
(Sgd.) Franeis Alexander XNewdegate,
Governor,

His Fxcellency has alse besn pleased to give
me a commission to swear in members of this
House.

Sitting suspearded from 1.22 io 2.50 pau

SUMMONS FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. Bpeaker and hon, members, in response
to summons, procerded to the Legislative
Counecil Chamber, and having heard His Ex-
ecllency dcliver the opening Speech (vide
Couneil report ante), raturned to the Legis-
lative Assembly Chamber. Mr. Speaker re-
samed the Chair.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

Mr. F. W, Teesdale (Roebourne), and Mr.
G. J. Lambert (Coolgardie) took and sub-
seribed the oath and sigmned the roll.

BILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—-Northam) by leave without notice (by way
of asserting privilege) intreduced a Bill for
an Act to amend the Asdoption of Children
Act, 1896,

Bill read a first time.

BILL—TREASURY BILLS (SIGNA-
TURES]).

All Stages.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PTREMTER ANXD TREASURER (Hon.
Bir James Mitchell—Northam) [3.51]: 1
move—

That so much of the Stonding Orders be
suspended as is necessatry to permit of the
introduetion and passing through all stages
in one day of a Bill for an Aet to make
further provision for the signing of Treas-
ury hills and also to enmable the husiness
nforesaid to Dbe entered upon and dealt
with hefore the Address-in-reply is ad-
opted.

Mr. SPEAKER [3.52]: Before putting
the question, I desire to point out to mem-
bers that it is necessary under our Standing
Orders for the motiorn to be passed hy an
absolute majority. 1 bave counted the Fouse
and have satisfied myself that there is an
absolute majority present. T shall state the
question and put it, and if there is no nega-
tive veice, T shall not take a division, but
shall declare the motion carried in aceord-
anee with the Standing Orders.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Messape from the Governor received and
remul recommending the Bill.

First Reading.

On mintion hy the Premier, Biil introduced
and read a first time.

Serond Reading,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
~—Northam) [3.55] in moving the second
reafding said: Copies of the Bill have beon
distrilueted and members will have secn
that this is merely a Bill asking the House
to authorise the Agent General in London
and the accountant at the London Agency
to sign Treasury bills in lien of the Colonial
Treasuter and the Under Treasurer. The
power at preseng is vested in the Treasurer
and the Under Treasurer. We could, and
often have signed these Treasury hills here
and sent them Home in blank, T do not
know that this is a very desirable practice,
but it ean be done. However, the position
is that we have raised two million pounds
in London apainst Treasury bills having a
corrency of six months. -
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Hon, I*, Collier: Is that the 17 per cent.
loan?

The PREMIER: Therc is no 17 per cent.
about it. Provided that the Bill is passed,
these Treasury bills will be issued in
London to-morrow. I have already wired
intimating my intention of asking the
House to pass this mcasore. The Bill does
not aunthorise the raising of a single penny.
We already have authority to raise the
money. If there had been time to send
these Treasury bills Home signed by the
Treasurer and Under Treasurer, T would not
be here to-day asking the House to agree
to this Bill.

Mr. MeCallum: TIs  the
limited to this ene instance?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mon. T. Walker: It does not say so in
the Bill,

The TREMIER: It does, It limits tho
authority of the Agent General and the
accountgnt to sign Treasury bills to the
extent of two million pounds.

authorisation

Hon. T. Walker: But any two millions;
the next twe millions?

The PREMTIER: XNot at all.

Hon. T. Walker: Yes, it gives them
anthority at all times when you raise money
by Treasury bills,

The PREMIER: If that were correct I
should have a very simple task, in that I
would simply have to get authority to raise
one £5 note and I could go on raising loany
of as many five pounds as I liked.

The Minister for Mines: The Treasurer
cannot raise any loan without the authority
of Parliament.

Hou. T. Walker: But this is a standing
autherity.

The PREMIER: The amount is
to exceed two million pounds, and the Trea-
sury bills so signed will be restricted to
this particular loan which has been raised.
Members are quite aware of the difficulty
of raising mouney in London except by these
means.  However, 1 am not permitied io
dixcuss that question here now. Al T am
permitted to do is to tell the ITouse that
instead of the Colonial Treasurer and the
Under Treasurer signing the Treasury bills
hicre in Perth, I desire authority that these
bills may be signed by the Agent General
and the accountant in London. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
BRill read a sccond time,

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

not -

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH.

Mr, SPEAKER: In company with hon.
members of this Chamber, I attended Ilis
Excellency the Governor in the Legislative
Council Chamber, where His EBxcellency
was pleased to make a Speech tv both
ITouses of Parliament, copies of which
Speech I have had distributed amongst hon.
members of this Chamber,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [4.0]: I
move—

That the following address be presented
to His Excellency in reply to the Specch
he has been pleased to deliver to us:—
“tMay it please Your Execllency. We,
the members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of the State of West-
ern Australin in Parliament assembled,
beg to express our loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign and te thank Your
Exvelleney for the Speech you have been
pleased to deliver to Parliament,’?

I have much pleasure in submitting this
motion. T stand here to-day in the unique
pesition of being the first woman in an
Australian  Parliameat. I kpow many
people think perhaps that it was not the
wisest thing to do to send a woman imto
Parliament, and perhaps I should remind
hon. members that one of the reasons why
women and men also considered it advis-
able to do so, was beeanse it was felt that
men  need a reminder sowmetimes from
women beside them that will make them
realise all that can be done for the raze
and for the home. I have been sent here
more from that standpoint than from any
other. You, Mr. Speaker, are aware that
everybody said when the elections began
that there were three old women putting up
for Parliament. I am the only old woman
who got in, but then I am the only genuine
one of the lot,

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: There was a nice
young woman defeated at Claremont.

Mra. COWAN: I am very sorry she did
not get in. '

Hon, P. Collier: We are all very sorry.

Mrs, COWAXN: T only desire to say that
T am here ready to help hon., members 1o
these ends. That is all T came here for,
and it is also my desire to seck the help of
fwon. members, because that will be most
necessary if woman’s opinion is to have dny
effect in this Parliament. 1t is a great re-
sponsibility to be the only woman here, and
Y want to emphasise the necessity which ex-
ists for other women being here. It will he
remembered that one of the things that made
men, as well ag the women, realise the need
for having women.im FParliament was that a
Parliament like this, consisting entirely of
men, was able, clearly without thinking what
it was doing, to pass an amendment to
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an Act not so long ago—the State Children
Aet-—by which any child that was convieted
hefore a State Children’s (‘ourt would be &
Htale child until it reached the age of 18,
When we found that out we felt that it was
more than time that someone shownld come into
thia HHouse just to remind the men sometimes
that these questions should he given more
conxideration. There are many other things
that will erop up doring the session in ¢on-
nection with which 1 feel sure T shall be able
to give some heln, and I feel certain also that
hon. members will be only too pleased to give
mic their help—for T will need it—whenever
thev have to be reminded of these mecessary
thines that I shall probably have the honour
ol submitting to them, and in connection with
which L shall have to seek their nssistance,
if the outcome is te be sucecssful. Then,
a' ain, the Scriptures tell ns that it is not
good for man te be alone, I appreciate the
honour that was conferred on me in asking
me, though not the yonngest member in this
ITonse, to move the Address-in-reply. I look
on it as an honour conferred on the women
of the country, and I therefore thank the
Government for it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
your vote,

Mrs, COWAN: It is all the more
neeessary, therefore, that I should make it
clear where I stand. I am a Nutionalist,
and I belong to no party in this House. I
was sent here to uwphold law and order and
constitutional government, and it will be my
desire to assist in carrying out these objects
in a proper and satisfactory manner; while
in the discharge of my duties here I shall be
regponsible only to my own constituents.
That plank was inserted when the fighting
platform of the Nationalists was drawn up,
and I think the Premier will grant me that
he himgelf was one who lelped to draw up
that platform, There are too many here to-
day who are possessed of the old party spirit,
which secms ever to exist, but I cannot see
why we should drag party into things that
coneern the whole of the State. We want
every member in this House to realise the
mistakes of the past in this direction. T
think, too, it has been fairly proved in this
House to-day that women can and do stand
by wamen, and will stand by women in the
future if it is only to help te get rid of
snme of that painful parly spirit so fre-
quently evinced on questions on which it
shouldl never be hrought to bear. I muost
also add that, while a Nationalist, and while
supporting a  Nationalist Government, I
ghall always reserve to myself the ripht to
criticise suggestively and candidly any legis-
lation brought forward, and will do every-
thing in my power to remedy any mistakes
which may seem to me are being made. With
regard to the deficit, I do not propose to deal
very much with it to-day, as an opportunity
will arise later. 'We all regret that the coun-
try is obliged to have a deficit. I suppose
no country can live without more or less of
an overdraft. We certainly have a ltarge one,

They only wanted

and it will be a bad day for us if it should
be suddenly called up from Kurope or any-
where else. ‘I'herefore it is a good thing to
see that the Government have leen putting
their house in order, With recard to the
Arbitration Court, which has not helped to
solve existing diffieulties, I would like to
make the suggestion that a trained ceonomist,
or ecommereial man, and a Labour man should
he appointed to investicate cach year the ex-
isting economic eonditions, get a kunowledge
of work to be undertaken, and then set wages
in any calling. This would help any Govern-
ment. ’

Member :
ceonomist ?

Mra. COWAN: What do we have profes-
sers of economics for in the universities, if
they are not to be utilised in such a diree-
tion? TReverting again to the deficit, T am
glad to say that it has not been appreciably
atided to by the advent of a woman to Par-
liament., T was told that the election of a
woman would involve an cxpenditure during
the present session of £300 or £400, owing to
the necessity for making alterations to a
pertion of the building; but none were
made, and I might add, owing to my modera-
tion, and the care of the Speaker, such an
cxrenditure has not been incurred. As a
matter of fact, the cost to the country has
been about £20, and the deficit will not be
added to, to any extent worth talking about.

Mr. Lambert: Will you invite us to sce
how the money was spent?

Mrs. COWAN: With regard to the water
supply for the metropolitan area, that is a
matter that concerns every household, and ‘it
is satisfaetory to see that the Government
are attending to it. There is a reference to
the matter in the Speech, and it is to the
eflect that the question is receiving considera-
tion. I trust it will be possible to have a
hoard appointed at no distant date to deal
with it. It is most necessary that we should
have some outside authority appointed and
gomething done in & more practical way
towards improving the existing condition of
affairs. It has been brouglit under my notice
that there is ancther scheme on the tapis and
it is one which might reecive early considera-
tion, T am nut aware that the Premicr even
knolvs the details of it, but it i3 a scheme that
was submitted some years ago by Mr, Shields,
who is an enginecr possessing qualifications
in advanve of those hield by any officer iu the
Government departments, I contend that
that gentleman's scheme is worthy of sorious
eomsideration, and 1 hope the Government
will give it that consideration, even it they
have to do so by appointing an outside board,
in order that a fair Jecision might be-arrived
at as to the merits of that and the other
schemces., It is a proposal, too, which [ umnler-
stand will eost a third of the others which
have been propoumled, and therefore, in the
interests of the rateopayers, and particularly
the women who have to use water for cook-
ing, washing, and other domestic purposcs,
something should be done to ensure the cheap-

Where wounid you get the
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est supply. A suggestion has also heen made
to the Government that the temporary sup-
Ply might ke increased from the lakes around
Perth, ‘That, too, is worthy of serious con-
sidderation on behalf of the ratepayers. 1f
hon, members lived in West Perth they would
know what the people there hat to suffer
Jast summer; and we pay highly for it,
Therefore we are all gratified to learn that
the question is at last going to be dealt
with, and, it is to be hoped, in a satisfae-
tory way., With regard te edueation, natur-
ally one will swpport all that wmakes for
efticiency and that which will lielp the child-
ren of parents who are in the country.
We have far too many families in onr towns,
and we require to give people every oppor-
tunity for realising and enjoving the beau-
ties of country life without the loss of this
advantage. T judge by the report which has
been handed in, from the little dne has seen
of it, that possibly more may be done in that
direetion and done hetter than has been the
cuse in the past. 1 honestly hope so, because

it does seem to be nn anomaly that we should .

be able to spend £1,400 on a gymoasium in
the eity while some of our teachers outback
are living in eawvas bedrooms containing at
one eml the season’s supply of bonedust. T
wislt to specially draw the attention of the
Minister for Fducation to such anomalies,

The Premicr: The Minister for Agricul-
ture?

Mrs. COWAN: Perhaps both of them. It
should be possibie to have that condition of
things altered, for how can we expect to
get satisfactory teaching in country distriets
when the teachers sent owt are treated like
that? In regard to the State Children De-
rartment, | have plenty of snggestive eriti-
cism to offer, but wot now. It will keep until
another day. However, 1 do deprecate, and 1
know that the men amd women in my eon-
stitueney depreente, the expenditure on the
new Receiving Home. The women, T am sorry
to say, were not in any wav consulted in re-
gard to that. .Apropos of this! I hope that
when the Government again bring in  the
Architeets Bill they will make it easy for
women to become architeets. We shall never
have satisfactory homes and Government
buildings until women have a voice in plan-
ning them, Tt secmns to me that had we
bheen consulted, mueh better use could have
been made of £12,500 than has been done,
and I trust that in foture we shall be con-
sulted in sueh matters. Then there is
the question of probation offieers and
a proper scheme of probation, -which
should receive serious consideration here
whenever  amendments are  being made
to the State Children Act, There ia
no mention in the Speech of a home for
mental defectives, That will create a good
deal of disewssion whenever it does come up,
and I trust that every member will qualify
himself for that discussion by reading some-
thing of the subject and realising what it
means to our national life, unless we deal

r~1

with the question wisely. As vsual I was to
a vertain extent misreported in the Press on
that subject, but 1 feel it is my hounden
duty at all times to support anything whieh
may be done for the improvement of those
who are going to spoil cur national cllicivney
unless we do something to prevent it. I also
suggest thiat we shonlhl have a woman op the
Price Iixing Commission. At present mutton
is sold whelesale ot Brunswick at from 4d.
to 5d. a poumil. That is what the grower gets
for it. Yet we in the eity have to pay 1s.
per pound. In the Eastern States the retail
prices are mueh lower than they are here. 1
commend that anomaly to the consideration
of the Country Party, There are many meas-
ures to be dealt with during the coming
session,  The Municipal Aet 15 to be one of
thems. When that comes before us T trust
that those of us who think that something
should be done for old age and invalid pen-
siongrs will get the support of hon. members
generally.  Let me vead the following shert
extract from o letter which T received only
a day or two ngo:—
Piease will you allow me to call atten-
tion to the fact that under the various laws
or Acts governing the making of rates and
taxes there is no pewer given to any publie
body to exempt or to lower any valuation
on any rates struck in favour of an ip-
valid or old age peunsioner. | think, Mrs.
Cowan, you will admit that it is very hard
to hear, for ¢ll people. Take my own easc
for example: 1 am allowed an old age
peusion of ids, 114d. a week and my wife
gets the same amount. This year’s rates
were aver €%, We have still £2 or more to
pay for rates struck on our home, and we
have nothing else.
If that doesx not make members realise that
there should be some further consideration
given to the obl and ineapacitated, T do not
know what will,

Hon, W, (. Angwin: The local authority
need not euforee payvment. .

Mrs., COWAXN: They o, anvhow. There
shoull he something definite in the Aect to
prevent the entorcement. Then again, the
Electoral Act is to come up. I hope we shall
be able to have something done in Tegard to
eompnlsory voting. Tt seems to me an abso-
lute faree to make people place their names
on the roll and not foilow it up by making
voting ecompulsory. [£f we did so, people would
take a much greater interest in eleetions than
they do. When they understand that if they
do not vote they will he fined there will ba
plenty of voting, for it is when & person has
to pay for something that he begins to re-
gard 1t as of value, T have been asked to
help to secure proportional representation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: D¢ yon believe in
equality of votes, onc vote one value?

The Minister for Mines: This is not ques-
tion time. .

Hon. W, C. Angwin:, You eannot have pro-
portional representation withont it.
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Mes, COWAN: We have one vote one value
now, for this House.

Hou, W, . Augwin: No, we have not.

Mrs, OWAN: We all have the same. vote
for this House, anyhow. What we want is
proportional representation on the Jines of
the Denmark system, which has praved the
most satisfactory. In regard to hmmigration,
it iy most uecessary that we should select
only the right class of immigrant. We emrn-
estly hope that proper examination will be
matde of immigrants  before they come to
the Stafe, and that we shall have only the best
possible type. To be sure of that we should
watch the English perts and alse the
port of entry here. T liave heen asked to
draw the attention of the Minister for Rail-
ways to the fact that by charging a ghilling
for every perambulator put on a railway
train he is militating against the very best
¢lass of immigrant, namely, our own children.

The Minister for Railways: T will withdraw
it at once.

Mra. COWAXN:
that ‘a sort of

Tt has been suggested
conrt-martinl  shonld be

held to inguire into this question, and that °

the Government should be asked to make the
punighment fit the exime; the suggested pun-
ishment being that the Minister for Railways
shotld be made to parade the streets of
Perth for the whele of one afternoon with a
heavy infant on onz arm and a bag of grocer-
tes on the other. Tf that is done it is thought
that it will serve to draw the Minister's at-
tention te the very great handicap which is
placed upon mothers who wish te come into
toivn to do some shopping amd who eannot

bring a perambulator, for the simple reason:

that they cannot afford to pay the railwav
fee of 1s. Tt may be suggested that the fec
was imposed with a view to inducing the
mothers to stay at home. T do not think it
will have that effeet; they must go out to do
their shopping, and since the Railway De-
partment insist upon their leaving the per-
ambulators at home and e¢arrying heavy in-
fants, those mothers do not fpel very kindly
disposed towards the Government. I hope
that before the close of this Parliament we
shall see something done for child and
maternity endowment. Lately T read an in-
tervesting article in the ‘‘Sun,”’ a Sydneyx
newspaper. I hope hon. members will read
that article, for the suggestions econtained
therein are well worth considering. TUnder
those woggestions women and ¢hildren would
havesan endowment which wonld prevent
murh lritterness and unhappiness that at pre-
sent cxist, Alse we eould ultimately get a
nore  satisfactory basic wage. The basic
wage for a man with his wife and three chil-
dren is not satisfactory and never will be,
beeause there will always be far too many re-
ceiving mowey for thonsands of ehildren
which the State will never get. T hope mem-
bers, especially those opposite, will look into
this matter and see whether it would not be
more in consonance with their ideas as ex-
pressed in  their suggestions in regard to
child and maternity ‘endowment. They en-

dorse the prineiple of endowment, therchy
recognising the serviee rendersd to the com-
munity by the mother in the care and nur-
ture of the child, such payment to be a
charge on the whole community and recog-
nized as a right, mwl net associated in amy
way with the economic circumstances of the
husband anad father. It seems to me the sug-
gestions made in that article in the *Sun”’
eome nearer to that than anything eise ¥
know of, and nearer nlso to what women have
asked for during wmany years past. Ome
wonders whether it is not possible by an
amending Act to lring in the right for
wonien to vote in the wnions, Many a strike
would he prevented if the women had the
right to vote,

Mr. MeCallom:
pay for it later on.

Mrs, COWAN: Tt is most unfair that a
strike should be called simply at the word of
mainly the single men, when they wonlt be
far better off withont the strike.
* Mr. McCallam:  And quietly submit to the

And they would have to

- domination of the hoss.

Mrs. COWAN: It would not he so had
for the mothers and children if it were not
that the children, 16 and 18 vears of age,
and not the mothers, are allowed to vote on
the question of a strike.

Mr. MeCallum interjected.

Mrs. COWAN: The women should have a
voiea in all these matfers, Numbers of
womenl in every section of the community
would welcome something on those lines if it
were posgible to make it legal. I think it
should be quite as legal to give 2 woman a
vote in the union as it is to give the men o
vote. As a woman 1 desire eclass conseions-
ness of every kind to he climinated.

AMr. MceCallum:  Starf on those argimed
you.

Mrs. COWAXN: [ am willing to do that,
I have always stood for having no class con-
scionsness amongst us, What is there that
is socialistic about class consciousness? There
is no soeialism- in that; it is anti-social.
Better far to get on all together, and work
for the whole of the community, than to be
talking about class consciousness in an age
and time like this. There are other matters
upon which I would have liked to fooch
but the hour is getting late and [ am there-
fore debarred from saying a great deal that
I shouid like to say. Other opportunities,
however, will be afforded to me in which
to speak. I am verv proud to be here this
afternoon. I thank hon. members for their
kindness to me, though 1 feel it is perhaps
8 little bard on them as members of the
House that I am here, hecavse my presence
has meant the withdrawal from the Speech
of the word ‘‘pgeatlemen’ as applied to
them. There is only one way of remedying
that. I canpot personally do so, but hen.
members cap all bhelp women at the time
of the next general election by having
elected a sufficient number of them to
epable the House to again he addressed as
gentlemen, with the addition of the word«

r 9
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““ladies and.’” [ feel sure that the oreatest
kindness wid tolerance would be displayed
each to the other by the two sexes in this
and ail Parliaments, The views of both
sides are mere than ever needed in Parlia.
ment to-day. Tf men and swomen can work
for the State side by side and represent all
the different seetions of the c¢ommunity,
and if the wmale members of the House
would be satisfied to allow women to help
them and would aceept their suggestions
when they are offered. | cannot doubt that
we should do very much better work in the
vommurity than was ever done before. T
wiant  hen. members to reeollect when
speaking amd thinking of these things that
we should all be wiser if we realised the
trath of Kipling's lines—

There are nine and =ixty wayvs of con-
strueting tribal lays, and every single
one of them is right.

We do not always remember this prineiple.
People are apt to think that the point of
view of wien only must be vight for fuen,
whilst wé woemen think that the point of
view of women only must be right for
women. That of conrse docs not necessarily
follow. What we should aim at is to get a
via media, so that we may work side by
sivie; the women working along with the
men, and thus there will come to na *fgelf
kuowledge, self reverence and self control,
for these three alone lead men to sovereign
heights,” and to the achievement of those
aims which should be sought by all Parlia-
ments—the peacve and happiness of those
for whom they iegislate.

Mr. LATHAM (York) {433]: In second-
ing the motion for the adoption of the Asl-
dress-in-reply, 1 eannot let the opportunity
go by without making some comments upon
the question of finances. We have just passed
throngh another year and we still find our-
selves on the wrong side of the ledger. His
Excellenex has also been good cnough to
point out that the credit of the State is
sound. Tt will not, however, remain long in
this condition unless we take better control
of the finances. T am sure the party to
which T have the honour to belong will help
the Government in cvery possible way .to
do this.

Hon, W, C. Aangwin:
sible for the defieit.

Mr. LATHAM: That is possible, but it
ia after all a matter of opinion.

Hon, P. Uollier: That was before you came
here, ’

"Mr. LATHAM: We will at all events aa-
sist the Government to ennble them to get
205, worth of value for every pound they
spend. T venture to say that it is a policy
of that nature which will ultimately bring
us out on the right side of the ledger.

Hon. W. . Angwin: TIf it is the other
fellow.

Mr. LATHAM]: Tf it is anyone at all. The
question of the statotory poo! was mentioned
in the Speech, Tt is one which deserves the

They are respon-

utmost consideration at the hands of hon,
members, It is the only means by which we
can get any revenae into the State in any
great quantity, We have to remember the
vesults of the de-control of the wool pool.
We do not wunt the same kind of thing to
happen by having de-coutrol in the handling
of our wheat,

Hon. W, (. Angwin:
the export of wheat.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt has
hibited by the Govermment.

Hon. W, (", Angwin: Yes, by Act of Par-
liament.

Mr. LATHAM: [If there is de-control in
the handling of wheat we know it will not
he of advantage to the State. The gencral®
wealth of the State is coming from that
source. [t is not cnough that swe should
dlegire to help the farmer: we should also de-
gire to assist the community as a whole, [If
we have private dealers in wheat here and
they make a big purchase it may at any
time be advisable in the interestz of the
consumer to safegnuard him so that a certain
amount of wheat is kept in hand. No doubt
the hroker of wheat would not take that -
position into consideration.  TFf he saw an
opportunity of selling a parcel of wheat at a
good price he would not consider the in-
tereats of the consumer. Possibly, therefore,
we might have to pay a higher price for our
bread than we have to do to-day,

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: 1In the interests of
the consumer?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. When the Bild on
this subject comes before the Howse [ shall
no doubt have more juformation on the sub-
Jjeet and have more to say. Tt is absolntely
essential that we should have control of our
wheat for at lenst another yecar. With re-
garill to the Land and TIneome Tax Act
Amendment Bifl forecasted in the Speech, T
shonld like to see the Government apply that
measure to the farming community so that
it might be made to cover a period of five
years, instead of having assessments made up
every year, This would help the farmer to
tide over unfavourable times such as
Aronght, unduly wet seasons, pests and other
things, which may he injuring his erop. To-
day if the farmer gets a reasonable amount
of revenue in any one year it is practieally
all taken away by taxation in the following
year, and somctimes he has liahilities te
meet in a good year and has to borrow money
to enable him to pay the tax that is im-
posed upon him. Tt would aiso be a gool
way of assisting the mining industry. Au
atteapt has been wmade to fake from the
mining industry sowething that it is impos-
gible to get from it, and in the attempt that
is being made the industry is very nearly
being killed. Tnereased taxation, the cost of
labour in mines and other considerations,
have been such as to prevent any develop-
mental work being done in that industry, 1
have been credibly informed that four
vears ago there were mines whieh could be
made to pay, but that to-day it is impossible

You are prohihiting

not heen pro-
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to work them owing to heavy taxation, and
the high cost of labour and mining re-
quisites, When these things are considered
and their importance to the State is renlised,
probabily a better understanding will be ar-
rived at between the mine owmners and the
cmplovees of mines, with n view to seeing if
it wonld not be better for each side. to fore-
go a little in order that the mines might be
re-openedl.

Hon. P. Collier; You suggest that the
miners ghould forego a little?

Mr. LATHAM: They should.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about the
man who supplies the minces with goods?

Mr. LATHAM: He, too should contri-
bute towards the settlement of the trouble.
With regard to the soldicer scttlement seheme,
I desire to congratulate the Government upon
the appreciation they have shown for the
services rendered to the country by those
men who went on active service I am sorry
that only 5,506 of these soldicrs have re-
ceived qualification certificates and that only
3,954 soldiers have been settled, while there
. are still 1,500 remaining to be satisfied with
land. T do not know whether these men
intend to go on with the proposition or not.
I do not think the Government are getting
a sufficient amount of land ready for the
requirements of these men. Soldiers are con-
tinually coming to me to find them blocks of
land, These men would do better for them-
selves were they able to get on to Crown
lands instead of ve-purchased properties.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Hear, hear! That is
the cause of the unemployment to-dav.

Mr. LATHAM: The repurchase of these
estates has cost a good deal of money, and
those people who are settled on them are
hampered to too great an extent before they
actually commence operations. Some of them
have been able to get through and bave done
very well, but many of them have been un-
able te cope with the difficulties confronting
them at the outset. Tf anything comes along
in the shape of a bad season or other troubles
to prevent them from getting returns im-
mediately, they are themn up against very
great diftienlties and the State will have paid
out ioney without actually giving the men
any benefit. T hope the Government will do
something towards finding a solution for this
problem.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
supgest that these men should be put on to
pioneering work?

Mr. LATHAM: T Ao not think that would
da mauy of them mueh harm so long as they
are not kept for a great while without a
railway. I do not think it can do much harm
to pioneer the country. The man who has
made a good pionecr is a better man than he
who has been more or less spoon fed. There
are 230,000 acres of land available in the
Lake (irace country. It is beautiful land.
The Premier knows it-is there. I suggest he
should make a group settement of that area.

The Premier: What about the railway?

My, LATHAM: We could get over that
difficulty by vonstructing good roads and
putting on a motor transport service, Wa
need not be saddled with the expense of
building railways to-day, for their place can
ho taken by constructing good roads over
which the wheat can be carted to market. T
am pglad the Government are forwarding the
immigration scheme, and that steps are heing
taken to see that greater supervision is main-
tained over the selection of immigrants. We
have unfortanately in our midst men who nre
suffering from tuberculosis and other dis-
cases, whieh of course we do not want in this
State. T de not know how these men have
gained admission to this State. T am pleased
to notice that this position has been recog-
nised, and hope that better supervision will
be exercised over the eclass of immigrant that
is brought here.

The Premier:
one-half per cent.

Mr. LATHAM: We can do with as many
men and women of the right clags as it is
possible to get. We want people here who
will work. Tn the South-West there is any
amount of employment for those who want
it. The ecredit of the State is sufficiently
good to enable vs to borrow money for the
development of the South-West, and also for
the opering up of other lands of the State
in the wheat belt and elsewhere.

Hon. P. Collier: What about utilising the
land that is already servell by existing rail-
ways!?

Mr. LATHAM: T will refer to that later.
It has been stated publicly that axe work is
too hard for many men. T do not think that
provided a man does not de more than eight
hours a day at this elass of work it will be
found too hard for him. It is only recently
that it has been thought to be too hard
There are hon, members in this Chamber who
have swung the axe, and who have had to do
it perhaps eight or 10 hours a day, and they
are none the worse for it. It is not as hard
a job ecuiting serub and timber as it is
swinging an axe on the mills. With regard
to the utilisation of land already scrred by
railways, I wonld point out that we have a
lot of land already held by private individ-
aals, and that we are not getting the best
use out of it from the poiut of view of the
State, T do not say T am going to suggest
any remedy for this position.

The Premier: JYdle men and idle land!

Mr. LATHAXM: If we travel along our
riilway system we can see a lot of land that
is lying idle, land that would be quite cap-
able of supporting hundreds of soldiers who
are anxious to get it, but for whom no
land c¢an be obtained. Whilst that land is
lying idle there are other areas adjoining
which are being put to their fullest use,
and are thereby improving the value
of the land that is being neglected.
I am also pleased to note that it is the
intention of the Government to push along
with some public works. These will be a

They only amount to about
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means of absorbing some of the unemployed,
if such should exist at any time; and they
will help, moreover, to provide work for
immigranta.

Hen, W. C. Angwin: Unemployment ex-
ists to-day, unfertunately.

Mr. LATHAM: Bui not to any extent,

because there are parts of the State in

which sufticient labour is not available for
the work that is offering, I admit that it
is ilot every man ont of work now who can
do what is required by the farmers. How-
ever, such work is offering. The Specch
makes mention of a metropolitan water
supply, but there is no reference to a per-
manent water supply for certain areas in
the eastern portions of the State. While
the city people have at all times an ex-
cellent water supply, it was costing many
settlers dast year 2s. 6d. per 100 gallons for
every drop of water which they had te use
for their apimals. I feel sure that the Gov-
ernment, when taking into consideration
the metropolitan water supply, will alse
give consideration to this phase of the
question, to the man outback who bas to
cart his water over cousiderable distances,
while everybody in the c¢ity has an ample
water supply. Really, the only trouble of
the resident in the metropolitan area seems
to be that he is not supplied with a garden
as well as with water. No one in the city
is ever short of a drink of water; but [
have heen at settlers’ houses when it has
been impossible to get a drink of water
hecanse there has actually not been any
available; it has been a matter of waiting
Tor teams to come back, teams ecarting
water 14 or 15 miles. When the question
of water supply comes np, I hope hon. mem-
hers will realise the needs of the man out.
back, and will bear in mind that no appreci-
gble disabilities in this connection are being
borne by city people. T am very glad to
kuow that a forests prodvets laboratory has
been established. I believe this means that
in the near future Western Australia will
be able to supply itself with paper. Some
of the paper manufaciured in the trials has
come under my notice, and 1 have no hesita-
tion in pronouncing it equal to any paper
that we are importing to-day. The amal-
gamation of State and Federal departments
ia to me another sonree of gratifieation anl
I hope Lo see very speedily an amalgama-
tion of the two Electoral Departments.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: Do yon believe in
unification?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: Amalgamation of
departments is a step in that direction, and
morecver an unconstitutional step.

Mr. LATHAM: I feel quite sure that the
condition of the electoral rolls will not be
worse under Commonwealth contrel than it
is now, under State control. Hundreds
upon bundreds of names arve omitted, in
spite of the provision for compulsory en-
rclment. People simply cannot be made to
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understand that they must get their names
on the roll, or how to get their nimes on
the roll. A pgreat many Bills, I observe,
are to be introduced during the present
srssion. An omission from the iist of those
Bills which, in my opinion, represenis a
highly regrettable omiscion iz a measure for
the bulk handling of grain, a Bill for the
establishment of grain elevators. 1 hope
the Government will take the earliest
opportunity of iatroducing a measure for
that purpose. It means so mueh to the
fatming ¢community. )

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Why do not the Gov-
ernment proceed with the acheme? They
can do 30 now.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not know. T am really
asking for an explanation on that point.
Finally, though I am now aitting on the
Government side of the Chamber, that fact
must not be understood as pledging me to
support each and every measure lhat may
be introduced by Ministers, I do realise
that everything dome in this Chamber
ghould be done for the benefit of the entire
State, or at all events for the benefit of the
greatest number of the inhabitants of
Western Australia; and swhile I am here,
my efforts will be applied in that direction,
If at any time hon. members now oceupy-
ing the Opposition benches should find
themselves on the Ministerial side of the
Chamber, I shall be prepared to accord
them the same support, provided their
legislative proposals are in the best inter-
ests of the State. I do not eonmsider that [
shonld regard myself as absolutely tied in ~
any respect, unless it be in respect of n
measure affecting the interests of the party
with whieh I am associated; in suech a casc
I should feel in duty bound to vote with
my party. Still, anything designed to pro-
mote the interests of the State generally,
will always have my support. I have mueh
pleasure in seconding the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 451 pom.




